IVERSIDE CURRENTS

Riverside Girls High School Parent & Community Newsletter February 2009

Calendar Dates

Term 1
February 2009
Tuesday 10 Swimming Carnival

Wednesday 11 -P & C meeting 7.30pm

Friday 13 Fundraising for the bushfire
appeal organised by the student
leaders

Friday 13 2008 HSC Art Express opening at

the Art Gallery of NSW featuring
4 Riverside works

Wednesday 18 2008 HSC High Achievement
Assembly 10.30 am

March
Monday 2 Inoculations (HPV & Hep B 1) for
Year 7 & 10, School Hall
Tuesday 3 P & C welcome lunch for new

Riverside parents 1pm Common
Room

Wednesday 4 International Women'’s Day
Assembly 10.30 am (organised by
junior SRC) and fund raising for
Unifem (United Nations)

Monday 9 High Resolves Leadership
& Program for
Tuesday 10 9T and all Year 8 classes

Wednesday 11 -P & C Meeting, 7.30pm
(HTs of each faculty will address
parents on each curriculum area
years 7-12)

Thursday 12  -Open Day, 2.00 — 6.00pm
All years 5 and 6 girls and parents
welcome

Tuesday 31 School Photos
April
Wednesday 1 Years 7 and 12

Parent and Teacher Night
4.00 -7.30pm

Wednesday 8 P & C meeting 7.30 pm
Common Room

Thursday 9 last day of Term 1
Friday 10 to 27 Easter Break
Inclusive
Monday 27 Anzac Day holiday
Tuesday 28 Teachers return for term 2

Wednesday 29 All students Yrs 7-12 return for
term 2

Principal’s Report

Welcome to the 2009 school year. | do hope it is a
successful year for all Riverside families despite
the gloomy economic developments around the
globe. We welcome 180 new Year 7 students and
their parents as well as over 40 other students in
Years 8-12. We trust all new students will find
their years at Riverside to be a rewarding
experience.

2008 HSC Results

17 students gained a UAI over 90 with Karen Gao
as dux of the school with a UAI of 99.05. Karen
will study Veterinary
Science at the University
of Sydney this year.
Hannah Jenkins received
a Premiers Award as a
result of her outstanding
results, with band 6 (over
90%) in all 7 subjects
over 2007 and 2008.
Hannah was a pathways
student, completing her
Year 12 courses over 2
years. Her UAI of 98.70 placed her second in the
year. We were delighted with the 10 students who
received band 6 (over 90%) in Visual Arts and the
7 who gained band 6 in Textiles and Design. Four
students gained band 6 in both subjects. 11
students from Year 11 2008 entered the Software
Design and Development Course for the HSC a
year early. 10 of the accelerated students
received band 5 (over 80%). Riverside retained its
place in the top 200 schools in NSW, with 64
results listed in the merit roll for band 6 results
overall across all subjects.

|

Riverside Girls High School

Page 1




Our dux and high achievers from the 2008 HSC
will receive a school medallion at a special
assembly on Wednesday 18" February at
10.30am. We will list the awards in the March
edition of the newsletter.

Pamela Mayengehama from Year 12, 2008 was
the proud recipient of a $2000 Gladesville Rotary
Club bursary. Pam joined
Riverside in Year 9 from
Zimbabwe and we were
very pleased to nominate
her for the Rotary bursary
in recognition of her very
positive approach to her
studies since her arrival in
her new country. The
Rotary funds will assist
Pam to study Nursing, a
career very dear to her
heart, as her mother is a registered nurse. Pam
has a wonderful future ahead of her and we really
appreciate the support from the Gladesville Rotary
Club. The Rotarians have supported our school
for many years now.

Curriculum Information Evening

All parents are welcome at the March P&C
meeting on Wednesday 11 March at 7.30pm.
Each head teacher will outline the essential
aspects of the Years 7-12 Curriculum in their area
of faculty leadership. We do hope to see lots of
parents at the meeting on the 11" March at
7.30pm in the common room. The HTs will be
available to answer questions from parents at the
curriculum information evening. A light supper will
be served by the P and C.

P and C Welcome Lunch

All new parents are invited to a lunch organised
by the P and C on Tuesday 3rd March at 1pm in
the common room. Do join the P and C and meet
other new Riverside parents. The lunch will be
held from approx. 12.45 pm — 2.30 pm.

Open Day Thursday 12 March 2-6pm

We hope to see lots of visitors on Open Day,
especially girls in Years 5 and 6 who are thinking
of enrolling in Year 7 in 2010 and 2011. There will
be lots of activities on Open Day with an official
welcome at 3pm in the school hall. Could you
alert any friends or neighbours about Open Day.
We will send fliers to all primary schools and we
hope they will circulate them in Years 5 and 6.

Student Welfare

Do ring the relevant year adviser if you need any
assistance for your daughter.

Year 7 Ms Moore (TAS)

Year 8 Ms Song (TAS)

Year 9 Ms Lovett (Maths)

Year 10 Ms Johnston (Science) or Ms Bean
(Visual Arts)

Year 11 Ms Nikic (Science)

Year 12 Ms Peterson (English, and ESL)

The student welfare team meets weekly to
discuss a wide variety of issues relating to student
support. We want the girls to thrive at high school,
develop resilience and confidence, achieve their
potential and become fine citizens of Australia.

Judy King — Principal

Artexpress 2009
There was great excitement at the completion of
the HSC Visual Arts marking at Riverside when

Part of “Rhythms & Remains” by Nadia Warne

nine of our student’s artworks were nominated for
the Artexpress exhibition. This represented almost
one third of the 29 girls who completed the course
this year.

Part of “Whimsical Lunacy” by Estelle Felix

Those students whose works were nominated
were; Cassandra Chan, Nina Blundell, Estelle
Felix, Caitlin Johnson, Sally Johnson, Stephanie
Lynam, Margaret Sevenjhazi, Nadia Warne and
Peri Watkinson. In essence, it meant that all these
students received scores from the four Board of
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Studies examiners that, when totalled and
averaged, were higher than 47 out of 50.

Part of “Art for the Blind” by Margaret Sevenjhazi

Over 9,000 candidates in visual arts submitted
their bodies of work for examination this year.
About 700 were set aside for possible selection

Detail of “Unsurfaced” by Cassandra Chan

and of these, about 200 were finally chosen. To
our amazement, four of our students’ works were

amongst them. Estelle and Margaret will have
their artworks displayed at the Art Gallery Of
NSW, Nadia ‘s will be shown at the Armoury at
Homebush, and Cassandra’s will be part of the
Regional exhibition at Maitland in October 2009.

Sincere congratulations to all these girls for
achieving such a fantastic outcome. It is a credit
to all of them and a well-deserved reward for their
outstanding commitment, effort and creativity.
They have set a benchmark that will be difficult to
surpass in the future.

Ross McMillan — Head Teacher Visual Arts/Music
P&C Report

Please contact Cheryl Osborne, 9878 3028 or by
email to riversideGHS@gmail.com

Marsfield Bluebelles Netball Club

Is your child interested in playing netball? We are
looking for players from 8 years or above — no
experience is necessary.

Marsfield Bluebelles is a family oriented club that
emphasises playing for enjoyment, whilst
providing encouragement to participate at all
levels. The Club has enjoyed a close relationship
with Eastwood Heights Public School for over 40
years. Training is held at the school at times
convenient to respective teams.

In 2008 the club had teams in 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,
14, Cadets, C5, C6, and D divisions; and were
Grand Final winners in Cadets and C6.

Fees range from $125 to $160 depending on the
division played. Uniforms will cost up to $85 and
consist of a bodysuit (new for 2009 season) or
skirt and top depending on the team.

For those who are new to the game, there will be
an opportunity to practise some netball skills on
Saturday during Registration.

If you require further details or you are unable to
make it on Registration Day please contact either
Lila Larsen 9876 2097 or Annette Hughes 9876
3537.

Gladesville Ravens Sports Club

Anyone wishing to register for the 2009 Netball
Competition who missed the enrolment day
should contact Ruth on 0425 213 256. All new
players from Under 7 to Ladies are welcome —
there are teams to suit all levels of skill.
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Year 10 Peer Support students dress up in newsprint
during training sessions in Term, 4 2008.

Dental Services

Should any students need access to the Dental
Health Services Clinic for assessment or
treatment; their parents need to call the Northern
Sydney Dental Call Centre. It is important that
your child has regular dental check-ups from
either your private dentist or the local child dental
clinic. If you wish to attend a local dental clinic
please phone the Call Centre on 1300 789 404.

You will be required to provide your Medicare
number and answer some questions about your
child that will enable them to provide your child
with the most appropriate care.

Can You Help?

Would you like to give a bit of your time to
brighten up the lives of some people? Gladesville
Community Aid’s Volunteer Visiting Program is
urgently looking for a few volunteers who would
be able to help to visit people in their homes and
who are isolated and lonely. If you can spare an
hour or so a week or a fortnight please call
Magdalene on 9817 0101.

Training and support will be provided and all
information about volunteers and clients are kept
private and confidential.

Your volunteering makes a lot of difference to
yourself and to others!

Mobile Phone Fundraiser
It is estimated that there are 16 million old mobile
phones just lying around in office and home

drawers in Australia alone! These phones contain
toxins that must not find their way into landfill
sites. These phones can be recycled and earn
money for our school. Belair Public School, for
example, raised over $2000. Every old mobile
phone collected will raise $5 for the school.
Simply bring in your unwanted phone, no matter
its age or condition and drop it off in the box in the
school office. This not only helps the school but
the entire planet and is a great way for children
(and parents) to learn about recycling. For further
information call Peter on 0410 511695 or go to the
website www.envirofone.com.au

The Dance Group performing at the Presentation
Assembly in 2008

Red Shield Appeal

The Salvation Army has a unique position in
Australian life and culture. Services are provided
without prejudice to all sectors of the community.
To maintain these services funds are needed and
one of the main fund raising events is the annual
Red Shield Appeal. A doorknock will take place
over the weekend of

SATURDAY 23 & SUNDAY 24 MAY 2009

Through their participation in the Appeal, we
believe that our students can gain, amongst other
things, a sense of identification with the
community of which their school is a part, an
enhanced understanding of those people who do
it tough, and an opportunity to be part of a
thoroughly organised and executed operation
which helps to identify and train emerging leaders.

The Salvation Army takes seriously its
responsibilities under the Child Protection
Legislation and will have in place appropriate
procedures to ensure the safety of children who
volunteer to help us.

Eczema Management Study

Queensland University of Technology School of
Nursing is conducting a study to measure parent’s
confidence, behaviours, and beliefs regarding
management of their child’'s eczema. Eczema is
an increasingly common chronic health problem in
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Australia, affecting one in six Australian children.
It can have profound effects on the physical and
psychological well-being and quality of life of the
child and their family.

It is expected that the on-line questionnaire
developed in this study will benefit future research
in the area of child eczema management, which in
turn will improve the care provided to children with
eczema and their families. Only parents of
children up to 12 years of age, with medically
diagnosed eczema that ranges from mild to
severe, can complete the survey. Details about
the study and how to participate can be found at
the following website:

www.guteczemastudy.com.

Alternatively, please contact Amy Mitchell on (07)
3138 3856 to request a printed information sheet
and survey.

Cyber Safety

The following are some useful sites for parents
about cyberspace and cyber safety. Parents and
schools need to work together to ensure students
are safe in cyberspace.

www.australia.gov.au/netalert
Ph. 1800 800 176

www.netalert.gov.au
www.cybersmartkids.com.au
phone 1300 669 024

Student Exchange Australia

In July 2009, students aged between 15 and 18
years, from over 15 countries will be arriving in
Australia to study at local schools for 5 to 10
months. Opportunities exist to act as a host family
in a volunteer/unpaid capacity. Hosting can be on
a temporary, short or long term basis.

Host families help provide our students with the
chance to study and experience life in Australia.
This is a great way to learn about another country
and culture, establish a lifelong link to a family in
another family and contribute to international
goodwill. If your family can offer a friendly,
supportive and caring home environment, contact
Student Exchange Australia on 1300 135 331 or
visit the following website:
www.studentexchange.org.au

2009 Competition Dates

Wednesday 10" June  Science Competition
Tuesday 23" June Spelling Competition
Tuesday 4" August English Competition

Thursday 6" August  National Maths
Competition

All students are welcome to sit for the tests listed.
The tests are administered by Educational
Assessment Australia through the University of
NSW

All students in 7B, 8T and 9T are expected to sit
for all tests listed above as part of the extension
program for 2009.

More details about the competitions will be sent
home later in term 1.

J King
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Curriculum Information Sessions in 2009 x\‘%@

Riverside Girls High School P

Any students not currently enrolled at Riverside, and/or their parents are welcome to attend. If you are
already enrolled you DO NOT need to register.

To reqister phone: 9816 4264 fax: 9816 5409 email:
rghprin@optushome.com.au

Year 8 2009 into Year 9 2010

Wednesday 19th August 2009
2-3 pm in the School Hall

Transition from Year 8 to Year 9
Years 9 and 10 electives
School Certificate for 2009

Year 10 2009 into Year 11 2010

Tuesday 18" August 2009
7.30-9.30 pm in the School Hall

Preliminary Courses for Year 11 2010

HSC courses and course combinations for 2011
UAI and Tertiary entrance for 2012

VET courses at school and at TAFE

Pathways options (including part time study)
Senior school flexible timetable

Year 11 2009 into Year 12 2010

Tuesday 25" August 2009
10.30.am in the School Hall

UAI and University Entrance for 2011
Extension courses for the HSC 2010
Pathways options

Post school options (including part time)

www.riversideghs.nsw.edu.au
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Profits from the Uniform Shop go to the school

Opening Hours The Uniform Shop is open every week on Thursday before school
(8.30 - 9.00am) 2" Recess (11.45 — 12.05pm) and at lunch time
(1.00pm - 2.00pm). The Uniform Shop is located next to the Staff
Common Room.

Contact: Lesley Campbell at the school office Ph: 9816 4264
Junior School Blouse (White) $28.00
Junior Blouse (long sleeve) $30.00
Junior Skirt Royal Check $55.00
V-Neck Wool/blend jumper with logo $55.00
V-Neck Wool/blend vest $35.00
Polar fleece jacket with logo $35.00
Trousers navy (2 pocket stretch bootcut) $45.00
Trousers navy (non stretch bootcut) $45.00
Senior Blouse (blue) $28.00
Senior Blouse (long sleeve) $30.00
Senior Skirt Navy $30.00
Scarf $10.00
Beret with school logo $25.00

Payments: Cash, cheque or credit card are accepted

Cheques should be made payable to Riverside Girls High School

Exchanges & returns: Please encourage your daughters to try on samples before
purchase.
Goods will only be exchanged if they have not been worn,
If items need to be exchanged, please return them in their
original packaging with the docket.
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